
On the weekend of May 8 & 9, 2010, Stair Galleries will conduct a two-day auction of English, Continental and American furniture, decorations and fine art from the 17th through the 20th centuries, including property from the Art Institute of Chicago, the Brooklyn Museum, the Chrysler Museum of Art, the collection of the Wanamaker-de Heeren Family, the private collection of  Elinor Gordon and the estate of Mrs. Roland Livingston Redmond as well as property removed from the New York City townhouse of Lawrence B. and Julie D. Salander, to be sold pursuant to Case No. 07-36735 (CGM).

The sale will feature an important Herter Brothers painted and gilt maple cabinet made c.1880-1882 for the financier, banker and art collector J. Pierpont Morgan.  In 1880, Morgan purchased a c.1853-1856 brownstone house at the northeast corner of Madison Avenue and East 36th Street, New York City.  He commissioned the New York firm of Herter Brothers to remodel the house and to decorate and furnish the interior.  The project was overseen by Christian Herter, who worked closely with Morgan's wife, Frances Morgan, on the interior decoration and on the selection of textiles and other furnishings.  For the drawing room, the firm created a "Pompeian" decorative scheme featuring dado paneling painted ivory with gold flecks, pilasters and frieze in Pompeian red and a mosaic-style coved ceiling.  Herter Brothers also provided much of the furniture, which included the cabinet offered for sale.  The cabinet’s ivory paint with gold flecks, red highlights and gilt details echoed the ivory, red and gold color scheme of the drawing room's decoration.  The cabinet can be clearly seen in a photograph of the Morgan drawing room, published in 1883 in George Sheldon's "Artistic Houses."  A year after the Morgan commission was completed, Herter Brothers decorated the drawing room of the Oliver Ames house in Boston and supplied a very similar cabinet, which is now in the collections of the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Offerings in the category of English furniture include a William & Mary oyster veneered side table, a pair of William and Mary carved side chairs, a Queen Anne burr walnut and parcel-gilt long-case clock, the dial signed J. Windmills, London, a George III carved mahogany serpentine-front chest of drawers with fluted canted corners, a George III painted satinwood breakfront bookcase, a George III carved mahogany long-case clock, the dial signed Finney, Liverpool, a Regency carved, painted and gilded convex mirror, a Regency gilt-metal mounted mahogany cabinet with brass grillwork doors, a Regency mahogany reverse breakfront sideboard, a William IV pollarded elm and rosewood work table and an Edwardian satinwood and mahogany cross-banded Carlton House desk.

Included in the sale is a large selection of English and American silver, featuring a George II armorial tripod waiter, possibly Joseph Sanders, London, 1742, two George II armorial coffee pots, 1730 and 1742, a George III armorial hot water jug, probably Charles Wright, London, 1772, a George III cake basket, London, 1766, a Regency three-piece tea service, London, 1814, a large assortment of Georgian and Victorian snuff boxes, a Ball, Tompkins & Black presentation jug and silver by Tiffany & Co., including a presentation kettle-on-stand, a ‘Chrysanthemum’ pattern tray and punch ladle, a presentation punch bowl, a pair of sauceboats and a silver-gilt flatware service.

The sale features a large selection of English and Continental porcelain, including a pair of Jacob Petit cornucopia vases, a pair of Jacob Petit figural tapersticks, a set of ten Paris topographical plates, a pair of Chelsea fruit plates, a pair of Chelsea leaf-form dishes, a pair of Derby lozenge-shaped plates, a pair of Chamberlains Worcester cake plates, a pair of Derby-type topographical urns painted with views of Birmingham, two extensive Herend dinner services and a large assortment of Meissen teawares, dinnerwares and figure groups.   In addition, the auction will include Chinese Export porcelain from the private collection of Elinor Gordon, the noted dealer and collector who used her knowledge and expertise to help assemble a number of important American museum collections of Chinese porcelain made for the Western market.  Also an assortment of Staffordshire pearlware, agateware and transferware as well as majolica by Minton and Copeland. 

Highlights in the category of fine arts include Franz-Xaver Winterhalter (1805-1873), Pair of Portraits of Sir John Hoskins and Lady Maude, oil on canvas; manner of Martin van Mytens II (Stockholm 1695-1770 Vienna), Pair of Portraits, oil on canvas; Arthur Bowen Davies (American, 1862-1928), “Lake and Island, Sierra, Nevada,” oil on canvas; attributed to Johannes Bosboom (Dutch, 1817-1891), Church Interior with Figures, pen, ink and watercolor on paper; Jose Arias Ramirez (Spanish, 19th century), Interior Court, the Alcazar, Seville, oil on panel;  Hayley Lever (American, 1876-1958), St. Ives, Cornwall, oil on canvas; Edward Potthast (American, 1857-1927), “In Cloud Regions,” oil on canvas; Josef Lauer (Vienna, 1818-1881), Alpine Flowers, oil on panel; Chauncy Ryder (American, 1868-1949), Walking through the Meadow, oil on canvas; and George Randolph Barse (American, 1861-1938), “The Return (Dante),” oil on canvas.

A large section of the sale is devoted to the private collection of New York art dealer Lawrence B. Salander.  Mr. Salander’s eclectic tastes encompassed Near and Far Eastern decorative arts, Georgian furniture, Italian Baroque credenze and cassoni, Limoges enamels, 18th- to mid-19th-century American furniture and Venetian glass chandeliers.  American furniture featured from his collection includes a Pennsylvania Queen Anne walnut drop-leaf table, a pair of Massachusetts Queen Anne carved mahogany side chairs, a Massachusetts Federal carved mahogany work table, three New York Classical carved mahogany side chairs in the manner of Duncan Phyfe, a New York Classical mahogany and parcel-gilt marble-top center table and a pair of Rococo Revival carved and laminated rosewood slipper chairs attributed to John Henry Belter.  Other highlights are an Italian Renaissance carved walnut credenza, an Italian Baroque carved walnut center table, a Louis XV tulipwood and marquetry secrétaire à abattant signed Delorm (Adrien Delorme, master 1748), a large-scale, architectural Gothic Revival mahogany breakfront secretary bookcase, a French Renaissance-style Limoges enamel and gilt-metal votive panel, several Venetian glass Rococo-style twelve-light chandeliers, a Chinese cloisonné enamel-inset hardwood low table, a pair of Chinese blue and white porcelain bottle vases and a Thai carved red sandstone head of Buddha.  Property sold re: Lawrence B. Salander and Julie D. Salander, Case No. 07-36735 (CGM), public auction sale of property pursuant to Notice of Sale date May 8th and 9th, 2010 of Thomas Genova, Chapter 7 Trustee.

Previews run from April 24 to May 8.  The auction is scheduled for May 8 and 9, starting at 10 AM each day.  A fully illustrated online catalogue will be available ten days prior to the sale.  For more information, please visit our website at www.stairgalleries.com
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