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Alastair Colin Stair, founder and President of S@Galleries and
Restoration, comes from a long and distinguisheel &if English
antiques dealers. A century ago, his great-grahefatounded
Stair & Andrew, Ltd., a firm specializing in finentique English
furniture. One of the initial exhibitors at the ugural Grosvenor
House Fair in 1934, this prestigious company was finst

London antiques firm to establish branch officesrseas.

Arthur C. Stair and his partner, Valentine S. Andrestablished §
their antigues business in 1911 in the heart of doo's

fashionable Soho Square. Patronized by Englishtoaracy,
American industrialists and private European ctdles; the firm

offered rare and highly prized items for clients thwi
discriminating tastes. These richly crafted piesese created by
the finest designers and craftsmen of the 18th1&kl centuries,
including Thomas Chippendale, Robert Adam, Thomage-and
George Smith. The furniture sold by the firm notyoserved a
utilitarian purpose, but also provided great adithgeasure or |
graced an elegant interior. In many instancespibees elevated
the status of the satisfied client.

STAIR & ANDREW Ltd.

During the Great Depression, the celebrated Englisbigner, &=
Lady Sybil Colefax, began her business in a coofiex floor in &5
Stair & Andrew. At the time, the gallery was logdtn the smart’
section of London at 24 Bruton Street, the fornmevrthouse of E\
Lord Islington.

The company quickly evolved into a thriving busgespanning two continents, with branch
offices in four different cities. At the peak dfefr success, the firm had galleries in London,
Manhattan, Palm Beach and Williamsburg, VA. Theanfialso maintained a fully staffed
restoration companyOxford Restoration, which specialized in
all facets of the conservation of high-end antifureiture and
paintings.

45 BAST FIFTY.SEVENTH STREET
NEW YORK, U.S.A.

The New York gallery, which opened in 1912, incldde
decorating department that sold architectural wamwirom
historical English interiors. Entire rooms with wbpaneling
were installed in many important American houseslt bu
during the early 20th century. The firm suppliedréd G.

o e ~ Vanderbilt with paneling removed from Hook Hall. Yking
B mmmf;w;f%ﬁ%w | with the venerable architect, John Russell Popajr &
s | the Ninetcenth Ce . -
£ | fﬁmﬁ&mﬁ Andrew installed a very fine paneled room for Jbselp
E —- - Kerrigan. Other paneled rooms were purchased utiuer
 RARE AND INTERESTING EXAMPLES direction of Delano & Aldrich and Treanor & Fati®oth the

OF OLD ENGLISH FURNITURE |

London and New York galleries specialized in eardk and
K . 18"-century walnut furniture, popular throughout t1820s.



Alastair Arthur Stair, Colin’s grandfather, joinée firm in
1931. In 1935, he transferred to the New York bhaip
work with Mr. Andrew. A year later, when Mr. Andve
retired, Alastair bought the business and changedhame
of the firm to Stair & Company. He had just rel@zhto a
beautifully restored townhouse at 59 East 57thetrghere
the firm remained until 1986. Mr. Stair sold a edtyi of
important pieces and formed numerous private cadies in
America and abroad for clients including Nelson
Rockefeller, Paul Mellon, Judge Irwin Untermeyerhfw
ultimately donated his collection to the Englishriyiat the
Metropolitan Museum of Art), Claus and Martha vould@v,
Harvey Van Cliburn, Benjamin Sonnenberg and Dregul
Stein. The firm also counted among its clients\tfigtney,
Vanderbilt, Ford and Chrysler families.

Alastair participated in important antiques fairsttb in
London and in New York. He founded the Antique @mtiDealer’'s Association of America and
the Winter Antiques Show in Manhattan.

After running Stair & Company for nearly 50 yeatdastair sold the firm to David Murdoch, a
Los Angeles financier. He then joined Sotheby’s Néwrk where he served as a well-respected
consultant.

Stair & Co. located at 59 East 57th. Street



Alastair John Stair, Colin’s father, was born
and raised in New York. In the early 1960s,
he enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps and
served in Vietnam.After completing his tour

of duty, John relocated to London and worked
at Sotheby’s under the tutelage of the great
master-mind, Peter C. Wilson. He was invited
to join Sotheby’s Board of Directors, with the
understanding that he would eventually return
to New York. When Sotheby’'s purchased
Parke-Bernet in 1964, John Stair, working
with Louis and John Marion, spearheaded the
effort to make Sotheby's an international
presence. In the process, they created the
largest fine art auction house in the United
States.

After working briefly for his father at Stair &

Company in New York, John opened his own
gallery with Ward Landrigan, a former Sotheby’sleafjlue who currently owns the iconic
jeweler, Verdura. He then reunited with Sothebiyisthe late 1970s, when he launched the
company’s Restoration Division. To meet the incigaglemands of the market, John moved
most of the operations from Manhattan to Claveradkw York, in the mid-1980s. The
expanded division included highly skilled cabinekens, polishers, gilders and lacquer
specialists. Under John’s supervision, the departmachieved a national reputation for
excellence in historical restoration.



Colin Stair developed a strong affinity for antique
while working at Sotheby’s Restoration under the
direction of his father. To expand his knowledge
of English and Continental furniture, Sotheby’s
assigned Colin to their London and Billingshurst
sales rooms, where he catalogued furniture from
important collections, including the renowned
British Rail Pension Fund Collection. After
returning to the United States, he resumed
working for his father at Sotheby’s Restoration.
When John Stair retired in 1995, Colin took over
the division as Managing Director and Vice
President. During his tenure, Sotheby’s
Restoration continued to restore everything from
important examples of English, French and
American furniture, Imperial Russian Fabergé
eggs and Art Deco lacquer panels by Jean Dunand
from the S.S. Normandie to rare Northwestern
totem poles and Chinese rhinoceros horn libation
cups.

While head of Sotheby’s restoration, Colin overghe/ conservation of objects in the collections
of museums such as Homewood House, Evergreen Houséhe U.S. Capitol Building, where

he restored the oversized giltwood frames in thinNtall. He also supervised the restoration of
items in private collections belonging to Mrs. Edrdu). Safra and to Michael and Tina Chow.
In addition, Colin helped form important privatelleotions and advised clients on single
purchases. To this day, he continues to overgeedtfe and conservation of the collection of Mr.
and Mrs. Gordon Getty in California.

When Sotheby’s closed their restoration divisio2@1, Colin purchased the facility and created

his own company, Stair Restoration, a firm thatticwes the highest standards of excellence
established by its predecessor. Among the firmistamers are many of Sotheby’s former

restoration clients. The daily operations of SRestoration are currently under the care and
direction of Nigel Thomas, a highly skilled and expnced restorer and a West Dean graduate
who has worked with Colin for many years.

In June of 2001, Colin opened Stair Galleries, aantian house specializing in fine art and
antiques. The company rapidly grew and in 200%®rations were relocated to a 25,000-square-
foot building on Warren Street in Hudson, New Yolk. its first year, the auction house’s sales
totaled to $250,000. By 2010, sales were in exoE$40 million.

Stair Galleries has auctioned thousands of objautkiding property from the estates of
Frederick Hughes (Andy Warhol’s business manadmininick Dunne, Cynthia Phipps and J.P.
Morgan Il and from the collections of Douglas Cramimsephine and Walter Buhl Ford Il and
the Wanamaker-de Heeren family. The firm has alsld property deaccessioned from the
collections of the Brooklyn Museum, the Hirshhoruddum, the National Gallery of Art, the
Fresno Art Museum, the Art Institute of Chicagoe t6hrysler Museum of Art, the Cooper-
Hewitt National Design Museum, the Staten Islandsbum and the Shaker Museum and
Library, Old Chatham, NY.



Colin has lectured widely and delivered talks sumh “The Finer Points of Furniture
Restoration.” He is a past board member of theu@bla County Historical Society and has
served on various committees at the historic housseum Olana, former home of Hudson River
School painter Frederick Church. He makes theegali at Stair available for many charitable
events, including the annual Historic Hudson lextseries. Colin is one of three auctioneers at
Stair Galleries.



